STATUTES AT LARGE

bid and state the reasons for such rejection and the County Board
of Education may award the particular contract to the next lowest
responsible bidder, but such award shall be conditional and shall not
become final until the time of the rejected bidder to appeal to the
Court of Common Pleas, as herein provided, has expired or there has
been a final determination of the appeal. The rejected bidder may,
within ten (10) days from the date of mailing to him of the notice
of rejection of his bid, appeal to the Court of Common Pleas by
serving upon the County Superintendent of Education written notice
of his intention to appeal to the Court of Common Pleas and the
grounds of his appeal. The Court of Common Pleas, or any Judge
thereof shall hear and determine the appeal upon four days' previous
written notice and determine whether the rejected bidder is a fit and
proper person to operate a public school bus, and otherwise qualified
as herein provided, and if the Court so finds, the action of the County
Board shall be reversed and the contract awarded to the appellant.
Should the Court find that the appellant is not a fit and proper
person to operate a school bus, or not otherwise qualified as herein
provided, then and in that event the action of the County Board of
Education in rejecting the particular bid shall be affirmed.
(3) Nothing above provided shall, however, limit the right of the
County Board of Education to reject any or all bids which it shall
deem to be too high. Upon such rejection the County Board of Edu-
cation may readvertise and receive new competitive bids or, in its
discretion, the County Board of Education may negotiate directly with
interested parties and enter into contracts for the operation of bus
routes on which competitive bids have previously been received, pro-
vided, however, that such a contract price shall not exceed the lowest
price bid by an acceptable bidder in the public letting.
SECTION 3: May operate bus system-drivers.-The County
Board of Education may without previously advertising for contracts,
or after rejecting any or all bids received, provide for the transporta-
tion of school children by publicly owned school busses, such busses
to be owned by the County Board of Education and to be operated
by drivers employed by the County Board of Education, such drivers
to be either adults or suitably qualified and trained high school
students.
SECTION 4: Supervisors of buses, drivers and shops-em-
ployees.-The County Board of Education is authorized and em-
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